
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 

Byron Park District Board of Commissioners 
Held at 420 N. Colfax St., Byron IL 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

 

1.1 President Boyle called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

1.2 On roll call, the following were: 

 BOARD: 

 PRESENT: Commissioners Boyle, Griffith Jeffrey, and Wilmarth 

 ABSENT: Commissioner Oracki 

  

 ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF: 

 PRESENT: Athletic & Facility Administrator, Ray Bielskis; Aquatics & Recreation Administrator, Carrie 

Stralow; Fitness and Rec. Manager, Renita Krusey; Marketing & Rec. Manager, Elaine Carow  

 GUESTS:   None; 

   

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT:   
None;   

 

3.1 BOARD AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:   
Commissioner Boyle requested agenda item 6.7 Director Search be added.   

 

3.2 STAFF AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:   
Elaine Carow requested the addition of 4.6 Special Joint Meeting Minutes of October 24, 2016.  Ray Bielskis 

requested the addition of 6.8 Vehicle Update and Snow Removal. 

 

3.3 APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

 Commissioner Griffith made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. 

Commissioner Wilmarth seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on Voice Vote 4-0. 

  

4.1         APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 16, 2016: 

 Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of August 16, 2016. 

Commissioner Jeffrey seconded the motion, which passed on Voice Vote 4-0.   

 

4.2         APPROVAL OF THE CLOSED SESSION MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 16, 2016: 

 Commissioner Wilmarth moved to approve the closed session meeting minutes of August 16, 2016. 

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed on Voice Vote 4-0.   

  

4.3         APPROVAL OF THE CLOSED SESSION MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2016: 

 Tabled until the regularly scheduled December Board Meeting.  

 

4.4 APPROVAL OF THE REGUALR MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 18, 2016: 

Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of October 18, 2016. 

Commissioner Jeffrey seconded the motion, which passed on Voice Vote 4-0.   

 

4.5 APPROVAL OF THE CLOSED SESSION MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 18, 2016: 

Commissioner Wilmarth moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of October 18, 2016. 

Commissioner Jeffrey seconded the motion, which passed on Voice Vote 4-0.   

 

4.6 APPROVAL OF THE SPECIAL JOINT MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 24, 2016: 

Commissioner Jeffrey moved to table the special joint meeting minutes of October 24, 2016. 

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed on Voice Vote 4-0.   

 

5.1 APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR OCTOBER 15- NOVEMBER 11, 2016: 

Carrie Stralow advised bills were presented in a different format and provided a brief overview.   

Commissioner Jeffrey moved to approve the bills for October 15- November 11, 2016 as presented. 

 Commissioner Wilmarth seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on Voice Vote 4-0.   
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5.2 TREASURER REPORTS FOR THE MONTH ENDING AUGUST 31, 2016: 

 Tabled until the regularly scheduled November board meeting.  

Commissioner Jeffrey moved to table the treasurer’s report for the month ending August 31, 2016.  

 Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on Voice Vote 4-0.   

 

*Commissioner Oracki arrives at 6:37 p.m. 
 

5.3 TREASURER REPORTS FOR THE MONTH ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2016: 

 Tabled until the regularly scheduled November board meeting.  

Commissioner Jeffrey moved to table the treasurer’s report for the month ending September 30, 2016.  

 Commissioner Wilmarth seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on Voice Vote 5-0.   

 

5.4 TREASURER REPORTS FOR THE MONTH ENDING OCTOBER 31, 2016: 

Tabled until the regularly scheduled November board meeting.  

Commissioner Jeffrey moved to table the treasurer’s report for the month ending October 31, 2016.  

 Commissioner Wilmarth seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on Voice Vote 5-0.   

 

6.1 PARK SYSTEM CMP CAPITAL PROJECT REVIEWS & UPDATES: 

 A. Ray reported the public meeting for Hammas Park is scheduled for November 29
th

 at 6:00 in the Byron CUSD 

#226 Board of Education Meeting Room.  He noted fliers, public notices, and press releases were completed. 

Commissioner Jeffrey advised the appraised value of the river front property is estimated at $68,000.00 and 

questioned if it will affect the purchase price or grant.  Ray will follow up with Tod Stanton.  

  

B. Ray provided an update regarding the Brighton Ridge Parcel.  Ray reported he spoke with Jason Anselment from 

the IAPD who advised as long as the property is not 3 acres or more, no referendum will be needed; properties under 

3 acres will require a letter to Ogle County and a public meeting to sell. Discussion occurred regarding the sale of the 

property, public bid, and interested parties, surrounding properties, and potentially keeping the property. Ray 

suggests seeking legal counsel. Discussion to keep the property and make green space for practice fields occurred.  

Consensus was to hold off on the sale.  Commissioner Jeffrey will reach out to Larry Hewitt. 

 

6.2  STATEGIC PLAN FY 2016-17/MULTIPURPOSE FACILITY UPDATE: 
Ray Bielskis reported the schools bid for the ballfields came in at approximately $700,000.00.  Ray and Dr. 

Hammack met to prioritize projects with an estimate of approximately $250,000.00. Ray reported he was unable to 

commit to a specific financial contribution toward the project until the park district has solid numbers from auditors 

regarding current budget. Discussion occurred.  Commissioner Griffith requested monies be set aside for said project 

when preparing next year’s budget. 

 

6.3  RECREATION PATH MAINTENANCE: 

 Ray reported the recreation path was completed and neighbors are pleased; however, King Blacktop miscalculated 

the estimate which resulted in additional costs for the park district.  King Blacktop appreciated the park districts 

understanding. 

 

6.4 TECHNOLOGY REPLACEMENT: 

 Commissioner Jeffrey expressed concern that Entre’s bid for IPad replacement was high.  As a result he price 

matched similar products at Best Buy which were considerably less.  Discussion occurred.  Consensus was to move 

forward with the purchase through Best Buy.   

 

6.5 IAPD CONFERENCE: 

Carrie Stralow reported everyone has been registered for the conference and should have received hotel confirmation.  

Commissioner Boyle advised he contacted the Hilton regarding King size beds and indicated and upgrade at check in 

is possible.  Discussion occurred regarding the luncheon.  Commissioner Boyle will look in to places to eat and 

forward information to Carrie.  

 

6.6  LAUTERBACH AND AMEN 
 Commissioner Oracki and Carrie Stralow met with Lauterbach and Amen.  Commissioner Oracki provided an 

update.  The tax levy has been prepared and has gone to a lower percent.  Preliminary reports have been completed 

through September.  Bank reconciliations were never completed for the current fiscal year.  Lauterbach and Amen 

made a recommendation to outsource month end and payroll.  The park district will be able to utilize Lauterbach and 

Amens financial software which save on costs to replace Fin Trac.   Lauterbach and Amen can remain on as the park 

districts auditor.  Cost is estimated $1600.00 per month for services that include payroll filings, tax levy, budget 

assistance, month end closing, and software.  Commissioner Oracki suggests making a decision on how to proceed.  

Commissioner Wilmarth questioned how much was paid to a past employee to perform said duties.  Commissioner 

Griffith expressed support and felt there were numerous benefits to proceeding with Lauterbach and Amen.  
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Commissioner Wilmarth questioned if the acting firm is financially responsible for any penalties or errors should one 

occur.  Carrie Stralow advised it was brought to her attention that Lauterbach and Amen found documentation 

regarding a tax levy that was placed on the park district.  It appears the levy was paid and released in 2011.  Brief 

discussion occurred.  It is indicated board members intend to proceed with services through Lauterbach and Amen 

upon confirmation of the monthly cost. 

 

6.7 DIRECTOR SEARCH: 

Commissioner Boyle provided a copy of the Executive Director brochure and noted the deadline for applications is 

December 2
nd

 and application review will occur on December 13
th

.  An agenda will need to be prepared and posted 

for the December 13
th

 meeting.   

 

6.8 VEHICLE UPDATE AND SNOW REMOVAL: 

 Ray Bielskis advised he has contacted Anderson Ford in Rockford and Bocker in Freeport, the best rate was for a 

2017 Chevy 4X4 with plow.  Ray suggested holding off on the purchase and outsourcing snow removal until the 

auditors have an opportunity to provide accurate budget numbers.  Consensus is to hold off on the purchase. 

 

7.0 NEW BUSINESS: 

 None; 

 

8.1 DIRECTOR/STAFF REPORTS: 

Carrie Stralow provided a brief update regarding the Tiger Sharks Turkey Shoot Swim meet.  Discussion occurred 

regarding the possibility of Tiger Sharks moving toward operating similar to Xtreme Wrestling.  Commissioners 

expressed support.  Carrie advised she would wait until after the swim meet to proceed. A meeting is scheduled to 

meet with the credit card vendor to discuss implementing a card reader in early December. Carrie updated the board 

in detail regarding the follow up with Lauterbach and Amen. Carrie advised documentation was found regarding a 

tax levy from 2011 that was never noted in the treasurers report.  Commissioner Wilmarth questioned if it was related 

to ongoing payroll errors.  Carrie Stralow answered in the affirmative and indicated the fines appeared to be related to 

late filing of payroll taxes. Carrie reported fines were increased in 2012 per W2.  Lauterbach and Amen did not 

believe the penalty from 2011 will affect the most recent penalty; however, the process is expected to be lengthy.  

 

8.2 BOARD REPORTS: 

None; 

 

9.0 CLOSED SESSION:        
Commissioner Jeffrey moved to enter into closed session to discuss Personnel Matters under 5ILCS, Par. 120/2 (c) 

(1) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the 

public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an 

employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  

Commissioner Wilmarth seconded the motion which passed on the following roll call vote:  

AYES: Commissioners Jeffrey, Wilmarth, Griffith, Oracki, and Boyle. 

NAYS: None;  

ABSENT: None; 

 

The Board of Commissioners entered into Closed Session at 7:50 p.m. with the following present:  

Board Commissioners:  Boyle, Griffith, Jeffry, Oracki and Wilmarth.  

Staff Members:  Ray Bielskis, Carrie Stralow, Elaine Carow, and Renita Krusey 

*Staff Members exit at 8:17 p.m. and return at 8:33 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Oracki moved to end the closed session at 8:40 p.m. with no action taken.  

Commissioner Jeffrey seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on voice vote 5-0 with no action taken.  

 

The Board of Commissioners re-entered the Regular Board Meeting Session at 8:40 p.m.  

 

10.0 ADJOURNMENT:    
Commissioner Wilmarth moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:41 p.m. 

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on voice vote 54-0. 

 

Submitted by:  Recording Secretary, Elaine Carow 

 

 Approved by:  Board President, Bruce Boyle and Board Secretary, Judd Griffith on December 20, 2016. 

 

 


