
Approved Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 

Byron Park District Board of Commissioners 
Held at 420 N. Colfax St., Byron IL 

 

Tuesday, July 21, 2015 

 

  

1.1 President Boyle called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order at 6:33 p.m. 

 

1.2 On roll call, the following were: 

 BOARD: 

 PRESENT: Commissioners Boyle, Griffith, Jeffrey, Oracki, and Wilmarth   

 ABSENT: None  

  

 ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF: 

 PRESENT: Executive Director, Cyndi Elsbury 

    

 GUESTS:   Kari Burrows  

   Ken Lukawski 

     

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Kari Burrows spoke in regards to the Tiger Town Park Project.  As a neighbor to the right of way entry to the park, 

she expressed they understand the delay of the project due to weather conditions; however, they have removed their 

fence, and they wish to officially inform the Board that they will not be mowing the right of way property any longer.  

Commissioner Wilmarth inquired whether the fence posts had been removed.  The fence posts have not been 

removed but the Contractor is ready to move forward.  Commissioner Jeffrey stated the Park District will arrange to 

have them removed.  Mrs. Burrows wondered when the trees would be removed and the timeline.  Commissioner 

Jeffrey noted these items are on the agenda for discussion tonight.  Mrs. Burrows expressed they would like to put up 

their new fence before winter arrives.  Commissioner Jeffrey stated the District is sensitive to the issue.  

Commissioner Wilmarth asked about relocating their asparagus, and Mrs. Burrows responded they had tried to have 

it transplanted but it died in the process.  They have been told it may come back eventually. 

 

Ken Lukawski expressed he was in attendance in support of his neighbors who live adjacent to the pathway being 

installed as an entry to the park.  He stated the path is going to be four feet from the Burrows’ house and the distance 

of the yard has been taken away.  He encouraged the Board to come to some type of compromise.  President Boyle 

stated he has had conversations with Larry Hewitt of the City and with Attorney Clay Lindsay in regards to the 

matter of the pathway and has been told everything is being done within the legal limits of the District.  He also 

mentioned Director Elsbury has been on top of the project and has done a good job of communicating with the 

neighbors and the Board. 

 

Mr. Lukawski disagrees with the intention of the District.  He provided an analogy of the people who complain of 

having to walk to the Byron Park District Entrance and wondered why people cannot use the sidewalk to go all the 

way around to enter the park.  Belair Drive has about 25-30 kids and is a nice street.  He feels the District should use 

their monies for something else in the project.  The addition of the pathway is a detriment to the house value, and he 

does not think it is the right thing to do. 

 

Commissioner Griffith commented once the project is done, it will be a very nice park.  If the path is not there, 

people will be cutting thru the lawns.  This is a good place to provide access to the park and was earmarked for that 

purpose.  

 

President Boyle stated the Board has received such different perspectives.  For instance, there have been people who 

have said there are no kids in the neighborhood; people are not going to utilize the park; if equipment or balls go into 

their yard, they are going to keep it.  The District is trying to be as neighborly as possible, but there are also two ends 

of the spectrum from which there has been comments and feedback.  President Boyle also noted that an issue at 

Blackhawk Meadow Park has been people cutting thru yards to get to the park even with vehicles when the roads 

were closed due to construction. 

 

Commissioner Wilmarth noted there have been several open meetings where these items have been discussed. 

Mrs. Burrows noted she was in attendance at the initial Public Meeting where the Board gathered community 

feedback.  Commissioner Wilmarth indicated this pathway at the right of way was discussed at that time, and there 

was support for this path at that time.  He stressed this will provide valuable ADA accessibility to the park for all 

ages.  He also noted it is the property owner’s responsibility to know their property lines. 
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Commissioner Jeffrey stated he is an experienced realtor/broker and the park re-development enhances property 

value.  As well, within the agreement with the City of Byron, there was a contingency statement that the Park District 

was not to dispose of any portion of the property.  Commissioner Oracki clarified that the pathway was originally 

within the design of the park development.  Mrs. Elsbury confirmed that the original plat design designated there 

would be a path placed at this right of way just as there is a right of way designated for utilities on the other side of 

the street.  

 

Mr. Lukawski expressed he was also in attendance to represent Kevin Wheeler who had recently passed away and 

was very unhappy with having this pathway being installed to the north of their property.  Again, he stressed a 

compromise should be made with the neighbors. 

 

Commissioner Jeffrey stated the Board is taking all of these things into consideration and noted the State as well 

required a pathway to be placed there as a critical part to the design.  Commissioner Griffith clarified that much of 

the feedback received during the Public Meeting held for community input on re-developing Tiger Town Park was 

placed within the layout and design.  Director Elsbury stressed they have utilized much of the public input and have 

based decisions upon the budget as well.  She has tried to communicate with the neighbors when concerns arise and 

when information is available and will continue to do so throughout this process.   

 

Commissioner Jeffrey also noted the Commissioners have been out to the Park to observe the progress.  

Commissioner Griffith agreed noting Director Elsbury keeps them informed as well.  The Commissioners thanked 

the guests for their comments.     

 

3.1 BOARD AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:  None. 

 

3.2 STAFF AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:  Director Elsbury noted there is a Change Order which was 

submitted earlier in the day to consider for approval during agenda item 6.2 Comprehensive Master Plan/Capital 

Improvement Projects Update-Tiger Town Park. 

 

3.3 APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

Commissioner Jeffrey moved to approve the agenda as presented.   

 Commissioner Oracki seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote: 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Jeffrey, Oracki, Boyle, Griffith, Wilmarth;  

 NAYS:  None;  

 ABSENT: None. 

 

4.1 APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 16, 2015: 

Commissioner Wilmarth moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 16, 2015 as presented.   

 Commissioner Jeffrey seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote: 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Wilmarth, Jeffrey, Boyle, Oracki;  

 NAYS:  None; however, Commissioner Griffith abstained from voting; 

 ABSENT: None. 

 

5.1 APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR JUNE 13 - JULY 17, 2015: 
Director Elsbury indicated the invoice to be paid to the Byron Chamber for the Byron Fest Softball Tourney is 

typically a charge which is paid directly to USSSA; however, there is a new director and the structure for payment of 

these fees has changed.  She mentioned the Entre invoice includes three of the District’s annual renewals; the invoice 

for George’s Landscaping is the second payment for the Tiger Town Park Project; and the invoice for the audit 

progress billing is included for approval as well.  Finally, she also clarified the reimbursement for Tiger Sharks Swim 

Team Coach, Greg Marinelli, includes all of the expense for six summer meets. 

 

Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the bills as presented.     

 Commissioner Oracki seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote:  

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Griffith, Oracki, Boyle, Jeffrey, Wilmarth; 

 NAYS:  None; 

 ABSENT: None. 
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5.2 TREASURER REPORTS for the Month Ending June 30, 2015: 
Director Elsbury noted the first distribution for tax year 2014 has been issued and deposited. 

 

Commissioner Oracki moved to approve the June 2015 Monthly Treasurer Reports as presented. 

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion which passed on the following roll call vote: 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Oracki, Griffith, Boyle, Jeffrey, Wilmarth;  

 NAYS:  None; 

 ABSENT: None. 

 

5.3 FY 2014-15 AUDIT UPDATE: 
Director Elsbury stated she is in the process of completing the Management’s Discussion & Analysis for the audit.  

She mentioned she needs to inquire whether the Board will need to complete an amended budget due to the change to 

the accrual basis accounting since in doing so it affected the end of year fund balances.  The Audit will be presented 

at the August Board Meeting. 

 

6.1       OSLAD GRANTS UPDATE: 

Director Elsbury stated there is no progress on the release of the funds.  She contacted the District’s grant 

administrator to inquire about how eligibility of reimbursement is affected if the District should decide to move 

forward on any of the two projects.  She was told the District would lose its funding if they proceeded without the 

government working thru the budget process and receipt of official notification of the status of the grant awards.   

 

6.2 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN/CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS UPDATE- 

 TIGER TOWN PARK RE-DEVELOPMENT: 

Director Elsbury stated the Tiger Town Park progress is moving slowly and she has contacted the architect, Tod, to 

express her concerns about the progress and frustration with the workers not being on site so often on the “good 

days”.  She has requested an updated timeline for completion be submitted since the current timeline has expired. 

 

Director Elsbury specified the Byron Township is able to utilize the extra dirt at Tiger Town Park and will load it off-

site.  Ron Gibson is trying to work with the Contractor to arrange for this to happen.  Thus far the concrete work at 

the playground and plaza looks nice and they are working on the new parts of the parking lot as well as the formwork 

for the drinking fountain.  The ping pong table is expected to be delivered on July 30
th

.   

 

Director Elsbury stated the Burrows family has removed their fence from the right of way as requested.  The 

Contractor Superintendent had initially indicated they would be able to pull out the fence posts for them with no 

mention of this task being an additional cost to the District; however, Mrs. Elsbury received a Change Order earlier 

in the day which states otherwise.  She presented Change Order IV dealing with the District’s request to narrow the 

right of way path from the originally planned 8’ asphalt path to a 6’ wide asphalt path.  As well, the Change Order 

included a fee of $600 to remove the 14 fence posts still remaining on the property.  Director Elsbury recommended 

the Board approve Change Order IV with the exception of having George’s Landscaping remove the fence posts.  In 

her opinion, the District could investigate other options for the removal of the fence posts and save those monies 

toward any future change orders or needs for the project. 

 

Commissioner Jeffrey moved to approve Change Order 2015-004 less the removal of the fence posts.   

 Commissioner Oracki seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote: 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Jeffrey, Oracki, Boyle, Griffith, Wilmarth;  

 NAYS:  None;  

 ABSENT: None.    

 

 Director Elsbury stated Tod Stanton will be on site in the morning with Kevin O’Connor to do a walk thru site visit.  

At that time, they will lay out the design of the path on the right of way.  She also mentioned she would contact the 

Forest Preserve to see if they could come out and take a look at the Burrows trees and gain their professional input 

and possible assistance in working with the Burrows for their possible tree removal.  As well, she will make some 

contacts for assistance in removing the fence posts, so the Contractors may move forward with completing the 

pathway.  Commissioner Oracki stated it would be very helpful to attain a revised time schedule. 

 

6.3 FACILITIES UPDATE: 

 A.  PARK PROPERTIES:  Director Elsbury stated the fitness station has been repaired and new basketball nets have 

 been installed at Blackhawk Meadow Park.  Gene Smith will complete some concrete work around the fitness 

 station in order to create some needed stabilization. 
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  The Commissioners commended the City’s work on completing the new bike path on Mill Road.  President Boyle 

 mentioned the City expects to extend this path in the future.  Commissioner Jeffrey recommended the Park District 

 could place this project in its’ 5 year Plan in order to at the least contribute to its extension. 

 

 B.  SKATE PARK SURVEILLANCE:  Director Elsbury stated the proposal from Communication 

  Connections, Inc. for the surveillance was less than half the cost of the first proposal received.  Todd Tucker is 

 sending her two more companies that the Forest Preserve has been in contact with previously to attain more 

 comparisons.  Commissioner Jeffrey mentioned he has been out to check on the parks and feels they are very clean.  

 President Boyle agreed the parks overall are cleaner and he has noticed an increase in police presence. 

 

 C.  TENNIS COURTS:  Director Elsbury stated she is not getting very far with Alex of 10-S Court Solutions in her 

      request to provide proof of the installation of the petro mat.  She was told the company who installed the petro     

                    mat is now out of business.  Commissioner Wilmarth stated this is still 10-S Court Solutions project and the  

      contractor laid the foundation, so needs to take responsibility. Mrs. Elsbury will look into what the next options are. 

    

7.0 NEW BUSINESS:  None 

  

8.1 DIRECTOR/STAFF REPORTS: 
 Director Elsbury stated Carrie Stralow is in the process of collecting program evaluations for the Tiger Sharks 

Program to receive feedback on the summer session and the new code of conduct.  She mentioned the P.E. Center 

will be closed the first week of August for annual School District cleaning of the facilities.  As well, she made note of 

the Fall Soccer Program finalizing registrations.  The Byron Fest Runs were a success, although the participation 

level is still lower than what we would like.  There were only a few 1 mile runners, but they were a joy to watch.  

Finally, Director Elsbury indicated the next Sunday Concert at Blackhawk Meadow Park will be held on July 26
th

. 

 Commissioner Griffith recommended a section of 5-6 parking spots be saved for the elderly or handicapped parking 

for this event.  It was specified there is some handicap parking spots available.   

 

 President Boyle inquired whether there was any mention of the Park District not hosting games at the 4
th

 of July 

Fireworks event.  Commissioner Jeffrey stated attendance was very low for participation in the games and he had not 

heard any complaints.  Commissioner Wilmarth stated the last successful year with games was when all of the 

dragsters were there.  

 

8.2 BOARD REPORTS: 
 There were no specific reports provided; however, Director Elsbury inquired if there was interest in having a  

 foursome participate in the Chamber Golf Outing.  Commissioners Jeffrey, Wilmarth, Boyle, and Director Elsbury  

 will participate.  Commissioner Oracki will be participating with the Bank.  President Boyle mentioned to  

 Commissioner Oracki to pass along a recommendation to the Chamber to consider rationing the food supply so that 

 the last people to come in off of the course are able to still have something to eat.  Commissioner Oracki stated they 

 chose to move away from providing a steak dinner in order to showcase the local businesses who now provide the 

 food. 

 

9.0 CLOSED SESSION:  Not Necessary 

 

10.0 ADJOURNMENT:    
Commissioner Jeffrey moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed on the following roll call vote: 

 

AYES:  Commissioners Jeffrey, Griffith, Boyle, Oracki, Wilmarth; 

NAYS:  None; 

ABSENT: None. 

 

 

 

Submitted By:   Executive Director, Cyndi Elsbury 

 

Approved By:   Board Vice President Scott Jeffrey and Board Secretary Judd Griffith on August 18, 2015  


