
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 

Byron Park District Board of Commissioners 
Held at 420 N. Colfax St., Byron IL 

 

Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

 

  

1.1 President Boyle called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order at 6:36 p.m. 

 

1.2 On roll call, the following were: 

 BOARD: 

 PRESENT: Commissioners Boyle, Griffith, and Oracki   

 ABSENT: Commissioners Jeffrey and Wilmarth 

  

 ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF: 

 PRESENT: Executive Director, Cyndi Elsbury and Marketing & Recreation Manager, Elaine Carow 

    

 GUESTS:   Jennifer Krueger of Lauterbach and Amen. 

   

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT:   
None; 

 

3.1 BOARD AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:   
None; 

 

3.2 STAFF AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:   
None; 

 

3.3 APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

 Commissioner Oracki made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on Roll Call Vote 3-0. 

 

AYES: Commissioners Oracki, Griffith, and Boyle. 

 NAYS: None; 

ABSENT: Commissioners Jeffrey and Wilmarth 

  

4.1 APPROVAL OF THE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 27, 2016: 

Commissioner Oracki moved to approve the special meeting minutes of February 27, 2016 as presented. 

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on Roll Call Vote 3-0.   

 

 AYES: Commissioners Oracki, Griffith, and Boyle. 

 NAYS: None; 

ABSENT: Commissioners Jeffrey and Wilmarth 

 

4.2 APPROVAL OF THE CLOSED SESSION MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 19, 2016: 

Tabled until the regularly scheduled July Board Meeting as a copy of the minutes failed to send. 

 

4.3         APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 17, 2016: 

Commissioner Oracki moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of May 17, 2016 as presented. 

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on Roll Call Vote 3-0.   

 

 AYES: Commissioners Oracki, Griffith, and Boyle. 

 NAYS: None; 

ABSENT: Commissioners Jeffrey and Wilmarth 

  

4.4         APPROVAL OF THE CLOSED SESSION MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 17, 2016: 

Tabled until the regularly scheduled July Board Meeting as a copy of the minutes failed to send. 

 

4.5         APPROVAL OF THE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 14, 2016: 

Tabled until the arrival of Commissioner Jeffrey. * Commissioner Jeffrey arrived at 6:50 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Jeffrey moved to approve the special meeting minutes of June 14, 2016 as presented. 

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on Roll Call Vote 3-0.   
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 AYES: Commissioners Jeffrey, Griffith, and Boyle. 

 NAYS: None; however, Commissioner Oracki abstained. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Wilmarth 

  

5.1 APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR MAY 14, 2016- JUNE 16, 2016: 

Commissioner Boyle commented on the high number of bills that went out for the period beginning May 14, 2016 

and ending June 16, 2016.  Director Elsbury advised the increase was primarily due to paying officials.  She further 

advised refunds were also higher as several classes were cancelled due to low enrollment numbers; Young 

Rembrandts’ Jr. Princess Workshop, Fashion Runway Workshop, Artist in Me and Adult Variety Class.   

 

Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the bills for May 14, 2016- June 16, 2016 as presented. 

 Commissioner Oracki seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on Roll Call Vote 3-0.   

 

 AYES: Commissioners Griffith, Oracki, and Boyle. 

 NAYS: None; 

ABSENT: Commissioners Jeffrey and Wilmarth 

  

5.2 TREASURER REPORTS FOR THE MONTH ENDING MAY 31, 2016: 

Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the May 2016 Monthly Treasurer Reports as presented. 

Commissioner Oracki seconded the motion which passed unanimously on Roll Call Vote 3-0.   

 

 AYES: Commissioners Griffith, Oracki, and Boyle. 

 NAYS: None; 

ABSENT: Commissioners Jeffrey and Wilmarth 

  

5.3 REVIEW & APPROVAL OF FISCAL YEAR 2015-16 AUDIT: 

* Commissioner Jeffrey arrived at 6:50 p.m.  

 Auditor, Jennifer Krueger of Lauterbach and Amen, advised the two day audit went well and commended Director 

Elsbury on a job well done.  She provided packets to all board members present and gave a brief overview of the 

contents noting all accounting is now completed on a modified accrual basis.  She advised several standard 

recommendations for municipalities were made and will “fall off” once implemented.  Recommendations included 

the implementation of an Outstanding Check Policy, Investment Fund Balance Policy, and segregation of duties.  

Director Elsbury advised the Outstanding Check Policy was approved in February; however, it will not be in effect 

until the next audit.  In addition, Director Elsbury noted additional staff have since been hired which should help with 

segregation of duties.  Jennifer informed board members that GASB 68 is in place this year and proceeded to review 

the financial portion of the audit. She suggested board members review this portion of the audit report thoroughly. 

She noted a prior period adjustment is required. The income statement located on pages 10 & 11 were reviewed and 

Jennifer noted all funds were positive. She pointed out IMRF changes due to GASB 68 located in RSI on page 33 

stating the net pension liability clarifies the standard for all.  She recommended not paying ahead or increasing 

contributions at this time. Jennifer referred Commissioners to the foot notes should they need clarification regarding 

the verbiage utilized. Commissioner Griffith asked if there were any concerns.  Jennifer advised the biggest concern 

is with segregation of duties; however, she noted it is based on last year and common for smaller agencies to struggle 

in this area.  Director Elsbury expressed it was easier to review the drafts this year and appreciated the auditors 

assistance.  There were no further comments or concerns.   

 

Commissioner Oracki moved to approve the Fiscal Year 2015-16 Audit. . 

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion which passed unanimously on Roll Call Vote 4-0.   

 

 AYES: Commissioners Oracki, Griffith, Jeffrey, and Boyle. 

 NAYS: None; 

ABSENT: Commissioner Wilmarth 

 

5.4 APPROVAL OF PREVAILING WAGE ORDINACE 16-03: 

Director Elsbury advised she contacted the Ogle County Circuit Clerks Office regarding prevailing wage. They 

confirmed the July 2015 current rates for prevailing wage are still effective.  They advised, in the event of special 

projects, the rate at the time of said project would be utilized.  

  

Commissioner Jeffrey moved to approve Prevailing Wage Ordinance 16-03. 

Commissioner Oracki seconded the motion which passed unanimously on Roll Call Vote 4-0.   

 

 AYES: Commissioners Jeffrey, Oracki, Boyle and Griffith. 

 NAYS: None; 

ABSENT: Commissioner Wilmarth 
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6.1 CAPITAL PROJECTS/COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN:  

Director Elsbury provided an update on the Brighton Ridge Property.  She advised Larry Hewitt is out of town and 

she will be contacting Clay Lindsey regarding the status of the deed.  Once the deed has been prepared, it will need to 

go before the Byron City Council, as well as, Byron Park District Board for approval.  Director Elsbury advised it is 

likely, a letter about acquiring the property will need to be drafted.  Director Elsbury reported the application for the 

river front update has been submitted and the property owner is being informed throughout the process.   

Commissioner Jeffrey asked if there was any possibility of purchasing the property out right, for less, to avoid 

waiting for funds and paying for incidentals required by the grant. Commissioner Jeffery suggested the possibility of 

reallocating funds. Discussion occurred regarding alternative ways and means to secure the property. Director 

Elsbury expressed concern that reallocation of funds and cost savings would not outweigh the benefits of the grant; 

however, she did note it was worth investigating.  Commissioner Oracki expressed concern that the budget impasse 

will continue to delay grant monies and further delay the project.  Director Elsbury provided an update on the Hamas 

Park Project and confirmed meeting with Design Perspectives.  She reported the application for the IDOT grant was 

submitted and should be extremely beneficial if selected as a recipient. Director Elsbury advised the grant includes 

parking, lighting, landscape and pathway.  She reported Jason Stoll, with Chastain and Associates, suggested using 

concrete for the path along the river due to water concerns and asphalt at the top to reduce costs.  In addition, the 

original design for the pathway loop was slightly altered and the plaza has been moved over; the boat dock and 

outlooks remain.   An announcement regarding the grant approval is expected in the fall.   Commissioner Griffith 

suggests looking a local business to complete the work.   Director Elsbury advised Fair Graham has been contacted; 

however, they are not locked in.  Director Elsbury reported the landscaping clean up at Tiger Town Park was 

completed and looks great. Georges Landscaping sent two crews to expedite the process.  Commissioner Boyle 

expressed concern that the grass at Tiger Town Park is being mowed to short and may need to be reseeded.  

Commissioner Boyle also advised Mr. Burrows contacted him regarding holes in the ground where the original fence 

posts were, suggesting they be filled with dirt to avoid a safety issue. Director Elsbury advised there have been also 

complaints from residents concerned with the parks being utilized after dark for drinking and youth walking through 

resident’s yards. Byron Police have been notified; however, it seems the park is still having issues.  Commissioner 

Griffith advised Director Elsbury direct patrons to contact the police department directly at the time of the incident.    

 

6.3 STRATEGIC PLAN FISCAL YEAR 2016-17/MULTIPURPOSE FACILITY: 

Director Elsbury reported she spoke at the Buildings and Grounds Committee Meeting about the multi-purpose 

facility.  Minimal feedback was given at that time as the information will need to be presented at the June 23
rd

 School 

Board Meeting. Director Elsbury plans to attend, noting she is not sure how the board will respond based on current 

situation with the BOE and BEA.  Director Elsbury reported Todd Stanton billed for 12 hours to prepare the 

preliminary power point presentation for the multipurpose facility, additional information can be added if necessary.  

She advised if the School Board approves the transfer of the property, the next step would be acquiring the adjoining 

properties.  Director Elsbury inquired who would take the lead on acquiring the property.  Commissioner Jeffrey 

suggested reaching out to a local realtor to prepare the paperwork for the acquisition.  Commissioner Oracki asked if 

there is any information regarding when the teacher contract will be settled.  Director Elsbury stated she believes 

August.  Commissioner Griffith suggested being passive and not aggressively pursuing due to the union and school 

negotiations.   Commissioner Boyle suggested revisiting after the School Board Meeting. Director Elsbury noted the 

feasibility study will be on hold until then. 

 

8.1 PERSONEL REVIEW AND UPDATE: 

Director Elsbury provided a personnel update. She advised Lorrie Conry gave her resignation and the position will 

need to be filled.  Lorrie is planning to travel and spend time with family; however, she offered to fill in as needed.   

The Park Maintenance Position has not been filled. Director Elsbury noted the ad in the Ogle County Life did not run 

and only one application was received.  Several inquiries were made but never came to fruition.  Commissioner 

Griffith questioned the work hours. Director Elsbury advised 24-32 per week depending on the season and needs of 

the park district.  

 

9.1 DIRECTOR/STAFF REPORTS: 

Director Elsbury reported the chamber golf outing is August 25
th

 and participants are needed for the park districts 

foursome.  Discussion determined Commissioners Wilmarth, Boyle, Griffith, and possibly Oracki would participate.  

In addition, discussion occurred regarding the possibility of a second team made up of park district administration 

and management.  Director Elsbury advised Custom Concrete has offered to donate the concrete slab for the 

memorial bench dedicated to Richard Esposito.  Tom Hanlin offered to contact Spahn and Rose to figure out the 

hardware to secure the bench.  Spahn and Rose also agreed to make a donation.  Commissioner Boyle inquired on the 

status of Pickleball.  Director Elsbury advised patrons seem to enjoy the league and the tournament went well; 

chamber bucks were given to the winner.  She noted patrons appreciated the quality of the courts.  Commissioner 

Boyle inquired as to why the park district was not distributing Sam’s Drive In Root beer coupons to baseball/softball 

teams this year.  Director Elsbury advised she will follow up with Ray Bielskis.  Commissioner Oracki reported 
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receiving positive feedback regarding the Sports Dabbler and Director Elsbury provided board members with a brief 

overview of the program.  Commissioner Oracki suggested taking the library’s activity schedule into consideration 

when scheduling the next session.  Discussion occurred regarding Read and Play in the Park, cosponsored by Byron 

Park District and Byron Public Library.  All feedback was positive and Elaine Carow credited Mrs. Julie from the 

library for developing a creative program agenda.  Director Elsbury provided and update on the Park Play Day and 

Knockerball.  She asked Commissioners to plan to attend the event on July 16
th

 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Director 

Elsbury advised she will be attending a tour of the Rockford Sports Facility on June 23
rd

 with Carrie Stalow.  

Director Elsbury reported an Assistant Coach was recently suspended and from the Baseball League and banned from 

the complex after reportedly kicking a player.  She commended Ray on his handling of the situation. Director Elsbury 

noted she met with Kevin Wills, with 1
st
 Midstate, to discuss future bonding capacity.  Several options were 

discussed; including, the potential utilization of a larger loan with the option to repay using current bonding 

procedures for payment. 

   

9.2 BOARD REPORTS: 

Commissioner Jeffrey suggested offering IT and Tech Programs in the fall brochure. Examples included smart phone 

tutorials, Windows, Google, and Microsoft Office program instructions.  Director Elsbury concurred and suggested 

the possibility of getting someone from the IT department to facilitate.  Commissioner Oracki reported a parent asked 

if the scoreboards could be turned on for games.  Director Elsbury advised it is not feasible as someone would need 

to be able to operate.  Bruce Boyle advised the back stops need to be tied down at Blackhawk Meadow Park.  

 

10.0 ADJOURNMENT:    
Commissioner Griffith moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 

Commissioner Oracki seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on voice vote 4-0. 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by:  Recording Secretary, Elaine Carow 

 

 Approved by:  Board President, Bruce Boyle and Board Secretary, Judd Griffith on August 16, 2016. 

 


